
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 2 June 2021] 

 p1051b-1051b 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

ANIMAL WELFARE ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.03 pm]: Today I have 
released the review of the Animal Welfare Act 2002 and the government’s response to that review. Western Australians 
care deeply about animal welfare, and a modern regulatory regime is critical to promoting good animal welfare in 
the state. Our farmers also understand the importance of having a credible animal welfare regime to maintain our 
market reputation.  

In 2019, we appointed an independent panel, led by eminent barrister Linda Black and including veterinary and 
industry experts, to review the Animal Welfare Act and report back to the government on how to improve its operation 
and effectiveness. The panel held forums in Broome, Karratha, Katanning and Perth, as well as taking written 
submissions and meeting extensively with key stakeholders. I thank Linda Black and all members of the panel for 
their detailed and consultative work. The panel’s final report to government includes 52 recommendations to improve 
the operational effectiveness of the act. The government has accepted the vast majority of those recommendations, 
either in full or in principle. Our response focused on five key areas of legislative and policy reform: modernising 
the Animal Welfare Act; strengthening the authority and capability of animal welfare inspectors; delivering more 
efficient and effective law enforcement; seeking independent advice and expertise; and providing open and 
effective communication. 

Modernising the act will include clarity of the standards of care expected for animals, expressly recognising the 
sentience of animals and better defining “good animal welfare”, a strengthened compliance regime, and the 
ability to impose harsher penalties for the most extreme acts of animal cruelty. The current defences to charges 
of animal cruelty will be further reviewed. There will be consultation with key stakeholders as legislation is drafted 
to implement the recommendations. A draft bill will be open for comment prior to its introduction to Parliament, 
hopefully next year. We have allocated an additional $2.8 million to the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development to progress the implementation.  

As recommended, an independent animal welfare advisory committee will be established to advise the government 
on the development of animal welfare laws, policies and standards. I table the Report of the independent review of 
the Animal Welfare Act 2002, and the state government’s response. 

[See papers 244 and 245.] 
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https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110245cef6d81ae057d0fc9482586e900014066/$file/tp-245.pdf

	ANIMAL WELFARE ACT — REVIEW
	Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food


